
Japanese woodcuts for you to paint

You will need:

 - watercolor paints  
 - brushes
 - paper towels

 Look at some photographs of the original woodcuts.  Use Google image search and 
try these key words:  Japanese, woodcuts, Hiroshige, Hokusai.  (Hiroshige and Hokusai were 
the most famous woodcut artists.)  You could also try typing in the titles of the woodcuts, but 
use the word “woodcut” or “Japanese” as well.
 Notice how the color in these pictures often fades from dark to light.  You can imitate 
this coloration with your watercolor paints by starting out with lots of color in the brush then 
adding only water and no more paint as you work downward.   You might not even have to 
add water.  Just bring you brush down and let the paint get thinner as you go.  
 To make your colors the same hues as the original, you might need to mix them a bit, 
especially blues and greens.  Japanese blues tend to be more like Prussian blue or peacock 
blue, not royal blue.  (Try adding just a little red to your blue to make it more towards purple?)  
Greens tend to be similar to Hunter green. (Try adding a little blue to your green.)  If you buy 
watercolors in tubes you can get colors already mixed.

TIP:  You can pick up unwanted water and paint by squeezing the brush thoroughly then 
touching it to the area you want to “erase.”  The dry brush will instantly pick up a small 
amount water or paint.  












