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Like all C
rustaceans, baby krill look very different from

 
the adult form

.  The larva hatches as a “N
auplius” w

ith 
only a few

 legs.  It m
olts (sheds its skin) m

any tim
es, 

and each tim
e it does, new

 legs appear.  

The eggs hatch on the dark sea fl oor and the nauplius 
m

ust begin sw
im

m
ing up tow

ard the surface to fi nd 
food. It takes w

eeks to get to the surface and it m
olts 

several tim
es on the w

ay.

K
rill are m

em
bers of the class C

rustacea.  O
ther C

rustaceans 
include crabs, lobsters, shrim

p, copepods, barnacles and pill bugs.
They are the m

ost abundant food source in the S
outhern O

cean.
The krill has an alm

ost transparent body, but often w
ith a tinge of 

pink or orange color.  They range in size from
 2 cm

 to 15 cm
.

A
ctual size

K
rill have 6 pairs of skinny front 

legs that they use for fi lter feeding.  
They catch phytoplankton m

ade of 
algae, diatom

s and dinofl agellates.

K
rill are a K

E
Y

S
TO

N
E

 S
P

E
C

IE
S

, w
hich m

eans they are a 
link betw

een tiny m
icroscopic organism

s and larger anim
als. 

Anim
als that eat krill include fi sh, penguins and baleen w

hales.

The tail is called 
the “telson” and 
can be spread 
out like a fan 
w

hile sw
im

m
ing.


