
 The clam has an upper and lower shell, hinged together and held shut by incredibly strong 
muscles called adductor muscles.  Inside the shell there is a thin membrane called the mantle.  
The mantle uses calcium from the water to make the shell. 
 The clam has two tubes called siphons; one for sucking water in and the other for spitting 
it back out.  The water drawn in by the siphon þows over the gills, giving the clam oxygen, then it 
passes on to the mouth.  Little þaps called palps pull microscopic plankton and debris out of the 
water and into the mouth.  The food is digested by the digestive gland, then moves on into the 
intestines.  Finally, it dumps out right near the exit siphon, where it is þushed out.
 The clam has one foot, shaped somewhat like a hatchet.  It can stick the foot outside the 
shell and use it to move around or to dig itself down into the sand. 
 The clam has a simple heart, but its blood is clear, not red.
 Some species of clams have separate males and females, while other species have both 
male and female parts on the same clam.  The reproductive glands are called gonads.  All clams 
produce little free-swimming larva called trocophores.
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