
Chinese Paper Lantern

Target age group:  any age

Time you will need:  This depends upon how much time the students want to spend coloring their 
dragons.   For the average student, allow about an hour to complete the whole project.

Materials you will need:
 Photocopies of pattern pages 
 Scissors
 Crayons or colored pencils
 Glue stick
 White glue
 Paper clips
 Scotch tape
 Thin yarn, or high-quality craft string (recommended colors: red, yellow, black, white)

Directions:

 1) Make photocopies of the pattern pages.   I recommend using card stock, but regular paper 
will work, too.  If you want to use colored paper, you might want to consider yellow or orange for the 
dragon and red or yellow for the exterior lantern.  The Chinese most often use red and black when 
making decorations.
 2)  Color the dragon using crayons or colored pencils.
 3)  Follow the assembly instructions given.  

To make your lantern this shape you must use 
an X-acto knife and a ruler, and have adult help.  
Instead of folding paper, keep paper open and cut 
long slits, using the dots as your guide.
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