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GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS

a play about Fort McHenry
written by Ellen J. McHenry

Characters:

-Major Armistead, the American commanding officer at Fort McHenry
-Lt. Smith, Major Armistead’s assistant (a fictional character)

-the narrator

Props:

-a large version of the map shown at the end of this skit

-a pointer stick for the men to use when pointing to-sites on the map

-a large version of the flag shown at the end of this skit (paper flag is fine)
-several dozen cannon balls made out of crumpled up sheets of newspaper
-shako hats for the actors, if possible (see instructions at the back)

) Stage"set up:
This is one possibility for set up, but you can adapt it to whatever suits your

situation:
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Tips for the actors:

1) Say your lines slowly! Remember that the audience has never heard this
before. Practice listening to each other reading your lines and try to hear it
as the audience will hear it.

2) Speak loudly.

3) Pause each time the audience is supposed to respond. The narrator can
cue the audience by starting the cheers and boos at the appropriate moments.
4) Say the lines in a natural way, the way you would say them if you really
meant them.

5) If you decide to do the play without memorizing the lines, try to look at
your audience as much as possible even when you are reading the lines.

6) Practice saying the lines in different ways and have someone pick which
way sounds the best.







