THOMAS ALVA EDISON
Inventor of the light bulb

Speaking parts: narrator, Thomas Alva Edison, Mrs. Edison, teacher, neighbor,
train owner, businessman, Mary, worker

Non-speaking parts: other workers in Edison lab

Props: a fake plant of some kind, some jars, a cucumber and a carrot, a BOOM!
sign, play money, couple of fake flowers for a wedding bouquet, paper cups and
plates on a tray, taped organ music (if possible), oatmeal can with foil taped around
it, a funnel, a cassette tape with this recorded on it: "Mary had a little lamb, its
fleece was white as snow,” a fake beard (if possible)

Production note: Directions are not given for when actors and props are to be on
and off the "stage” area (you certainly don't need a stage!). The director can
suggest the appropriate comings and goings on and off the stage area as he/she
sees fit. You may want the narrator on stage all the time, or on only when lines are
being read. It is up to the director's discretion. Feel free to add or subtract
little details to make the performance more your own, also!
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NARRATOR: When Thomas Alva Edison was a boy, he went by his middle name.
Everyone called him Al. Al was a character right from the start. His curiosity
often led him into trouble. When he was six years old he set his family's barn on
fire just to see what would happen

MRS. EDISON: Al, get away from the firel T'll get s'ome buckets. Oh, I do hope
you're not like this in schooll

NARRATOR: Yes, he was like this in school. His main fault was that he asked too
many questions.

TEACHER: So, you see, class, that plants need the light from the sun to be able to
grow.

AL: Aren't there some plants that can grow indoors, without direct sunlight?
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