Botany Scavenger Hunt

You will need:

» photocopies of the pattern page (it's designed to be double-sided)
» gallon-size plastic zipper bags (with kids’ names on them, if you have a class)

Directions:

Each student will need a copy of the scavenger hunt and a gallon-size resealable plastic
bag for collecting specimens. Set a time limit for the collection period. You can make this time
period whatever suits your needs. You could do it all in one afternoon on a nature field trip, or
you could do it over several weeks, allowing for students to be constantly on the look-out for
things they need to collect. (I recommend that the bags be kept refrigerated during the collection
time if it extends more than a day or two.)

If you are doing this as a group, you may want to award prizes according to point values
earned. One method that works very well is to have a prize table with point values assigned to
all the prizes. Students may “spend” their points at the prize table. To make it fair, line them up
in order of how many total points they earned, letting the students who earned the most points
go first. Each person only gets to take one prize the first time through, so that there is a nice
selection still available for everyone. Then they go past the table a second time, taking one more
item, then a third time, etc. This way those who worked hard get rewarded without slighting or
discouraging the other students.
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